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or wholly out of harmony with such a mind, one of
two  things must  happen, in obedience to the im-
perative demands  of unity and coherence.    Either
the principle will be distorted or extruded, or else
the mind that receives it will be fashioned into agree-
ment with it; more or less rapidly and completely
according to the measure of its vigour.    The orthodox
and clerical Judaism of Christ's day could not receive
him, but thrust him forth as alien and irreconcilable.
But even that freer Judaism, which his first followers
carried with them out of the Synagogue, eventually
proved   too  intractable and  inelastic.     It was the
fluent and unformed condition of the Roman syn-
cretism of the religions of the then known world that
made it pliant and malleable under the creative in-
fluence of this all-dominating ingredient.    Round this
nucleus the restless floating elements of the solution
crystallised,  and ranged  themselves   in  order.     As
multitudes gathered in some popular cause are help-
less till they find a head and leader, so Christianity
was the head and leader that gave order, meaning,
and force to the scattered debris of a hundred re-
ligions.    In the fourth Gospel we find already  an
emphasis laid on the contrast between the tolerant
catholic   spirit   of   the  Romans,  as  represented  by
Pilate, and the  intolerance of Jewish nationalism :
" His own received him not."    And in the Acts a
like consciousness seems to be dawning on the early
communities.    Le Judaisme, voila Vennemi ! it was the
" clericalism " of that day.    Not merely its national,
but its dogmatic,  moral,  legal,  ritual exclusiveness
were irreconcilable  with that Roman, Catholic and
essentially Christian   spirit, which  sits light by  the